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It is with great regret that we have to announce the death 
of Mr. John Bright, which occurred at his residence at 
Rochdale on Wednesday morning, after an illness which 
has extended since May of last year, during the lengthened 
period of which the heroic patient exhibited great patience 
and fortitude amidst his many sufferings. The right hon. 
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gentleman was seized with a shivering fit on Sunday, and, 
sinking into a comatose state, with the exception of a few 
very brief intervals, he remained unconscious until he passed 
peacefully away. 

Mr. Bright had reached the age of of 78 years, having 
been born at Greenbank, Rochdale, on the 16th of November, 


i SEE EE EY 
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1811. Subject to the best of influences, John Bright early 
—— ose characteristics of conscientiousness, sym- 
as) y with suffering, love of justice, and nobility of in- 
liect, which have From early years endeared him to the 
rts of the English people. a child he was delicate 
st wiehh careful eer he developed into # handeome, and 
Lligen , tho never ve rong. first educa- 
tion was wifed at the school oF) Mr. Wiliam Littlewood, 
Townhead, hdale, and though an attentive pupil, he 
varied his studies with gentle recreations, of which angling 
was to him the most attractive. In 1822‘he was sent to the 
Friends’ School at Ackworth, near Pontefract, afterwards 
to a school at York, and later to a school at Newton, six 


miles from Clitheroe. He left school for on the 16th 
of February, 1827, when he was just over mn, and came 
home to gia His education was eminently of a 


character suited for the practical work in which his father 
was engaged, and included but. little of classical learning. 
He was a close student of English history, and well versed 
in the English poets. .Temperance received Mr. Bright’s 
earnest advocacy at an early age, his first public appearance 
in connection with the movement being at a temperance 
meeting held in the schoolroom at Catley Lane Head, near 
Rochdale. In his recreations he was as ardent as in his 
oratorical exploits. He was an active member of the 
Rochdale Cricket Club in 1833, and at intervals he followed 
his favourite sport of ongling. The Reform agitation was 
felt as deeply at Rochdale as in other industrial centres, 
and the mind of young on was profoundly stirred by 
the ae feeling around him. 

Ata comparatively early age he began to address local 
audiences on social and politico-economical topics, and he 
delivered at a literary institution in his native town a series 
of lectures embodying his reminiscences of a tour to the 
Holy Land in 1835. T cnn he had taken part in the Reform 
agitation of 1831-2, Mr. Bright first distinguished himself in 
political life by becoming in 1839 one of the earliest members 
of the Anti-Corn Law League, which grew out of an associa- 
tion formed in 1838 to obtain the repeal of the Corn Laws. 
In April, 1843, ata Oye erection, he stood as a candidate for 
the representation of the city of Durham, but was defeated 
by Lord on, a Conservative and Protectionist. His 
Lordship was, however, unseated on petition, and at the 
election which thereupon ensued in July of the same year, 
Mr. Bright was returned by a majority of 78. He continued 
to sit for Durham till 1847, when he was returned for Man- 
chester. He made his maiden speech in Parliament on Mr. 
Ewart’s motion for extending the principles of free trade, 
August 7, 1843. During the interval between his election for 
Manchester and the accession of the first Derby Ministry to 


wer, Mr. Bright’s activity in Parliament and on the plat- 
‘corm was varied and continuous. In the House of Commons 
he pro to apply the remedy of free trade in land to the 
state of things which produced the Irish famine. He ap 
unsuccessfully for. the despatch of a royal com ion to 
- investigate the condition of India; and in 1849 he was ap- 
pointed one of the members of the celebrated select committee 
of the House of Commons on official salaries. In the 
lature and in the provinces, especially at Manchester, he 
co-operated with Mr. Cobden in the movement which the 
latter sought to create in favour of financial reform, mainly 
with a view to the reduction of our naval and military estab- 
lishments. In 1851 he voted with those who attempted to 
censure Lord Palmerston in the Pacifico affair; and in 1852 
he took a prominent part in the welcome given to Kossuth 


by the advanced Liberals of Lancashire, On the formation’ 
o 


first Derby ministry, Mr. Bright aided in that tem- 

Lae ne negentektt of the Anti-Corn Law League which 
Fre acceptance of free trade by the new Government after- 
wards rendered unnecessary. He was re-elected for Man- 
chester, after a contest, at the general election of 1852, With 
the accession of Lord Aberdeen’s ministry to power began 
the discussion of the Eastern question, his share in which 
alienated from Mr. Bright many of his former supporters, 


Mr. Bright denounced the policy of the Russian war wit) 
ene ; but his protests against it were stopped by an 
attack of severe illness, and just as the war had been brought 
toaclose, Mr. Bright was compelled to forego all public 
action. The news of the defeat of Lord Palmerston on the 
Canton question reached him while in Italy, in March, 1857 
Although he had necessarily taken Seal i Epa part in the 
debate or division which produced Lord Palmerston’s appea} 
to the country, yet he 20 pee his entire approval of the 
vote of censure which had been proposed by Mr. Cobden and 
seconded by Mr. Milner.Gibson. At the general election that 
ensued, Manchester rejected both Mr. Bright and Mr. Milner 
Gibson by large majorities. A few months afterwards the 
death of Mr. Muntz caused a vacancy in the representation 
of Birmingham ; the constituency invited Mr. tad to 
become a candidate ; he was elected in August, 1857, and 
continued to represent that borough down to his death, 
After 1857 his name was mainly identified with a scheme for 
the reform of the electoral representation, by a wide exten- 
sion of the suffrage and a more equal distribution of the 
seats with reference to population, and alterations in the law 
of entail. He was an uncompromising advocate of the North 
during the civil war in America, and after the close of the 
struggle he renewed the agitation for reform. 

A meeting in connection with the Trades Demonstration 
was held in St. James’s Hall on the 3rd of December, 1866, to 
promote the Reform movement. In the course of the pro- 
ceedings Mr. Ayrton, M.P., remarked upon the Queen’s 
infrequent appearance on public occasions, and censured her 
for not spoomaleing the people when they gations in such 
numbers in front of one of her palaces. ore the vote of 
thanks to the chairman was put to the meeting, Mr. Bright 
interposed for a moment, and repudiated the insinuation con. 
tained in the speech of the member for the Tower Hamlets. 
**T am not accustomed,” he said, ‘‘to stand up in defence of 
those who are possessors of crowns, but I could not sit and 
hear the observation without a sensation of wonder and of 

in. I think there has been by man rsons a great 
injustice done to the Queen in reference ts er desolate and 
widowed position, and I venture to say this, that a woman, 
be she the Queen of a great realm or the wife of one of your 
labouring men—who can keep alive in her heart a great 
sorrow for the lost object,of her life and affection, is not at 
all likely to be wanting ina t and generous sympathy 
with you.” In October, 1866, Mr. Bright visited Dublin, and 
was entertained at a banquet at the Rotunda, the invitation 
being conveyed through Mr. John Blake Dillon, father of 
Mr. John Dillon, the present member for East Mayo. The 

ing of Mr. Gladstone’s Irish Church Bill in_1868 was 
rgely aided by the orator’s eloquence ; and the Land Bill 


of 1870 was also a subject of his close attention. On 
November 8, 1868, he was presented with the freedom of the 
city of Edinburgh, and in the following month he accepted 
ce under Mr. Gladstone, as President of the Board of 
e. After being absent from the House for some time, 
in co uence of severe illness, he was compelled to retire 
from office in December 1870. His health having been 
rtially restored, he was in Jugust, 1873, appoin to the 
Bhancellorship of the Duchy of Lancaster, in succession to 
Mr. Childers, and he held that post until the Liberals went 
out of office in February, 1874. When the Liberals returned 
to power in Lem 1880, Mr. Bright was _ re-ap inted 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster. On July 17, 1882, he 
announced in the House of Commons that he resi ned 
his office, and retired from the Cabinet because he differed 
from his colleagues on their polley in Egypt which led to the 
bombardment of Alexandria. n the Nee of Home 
Rule for Ireland, Mr. Bright supported the Unionist oppo 
sition to Mr. Gladstone’s Bill, and his denunciations of the 
measure went far to insure its rejection and the subsequent 
return of a Unionist majority to Parliament. Mr. Bright 
was elected Lord Rector of the University of Glasgow, 
November 15, 1880. A collection of his ‘‘Speeches on Ques- 
tions of Public Policy” was published in two vols., 1868. 
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WOMEN IN FRANCE. 


Tue Exposition des Femmes Peintres now shuts its 
doors, but many of the pictures exhibited there will reappear 
at the Salon—the yearly exhibition of pictures which answers 
to your Royal Academy. Mdme. Huillard’s and Madlles. 
Beauvy-Saurel andBilinska’s pictures are always well placed 
at the Salon. At the Exposition des Femmes Peintres 
Mdme. Huillard sent six pictures. ‘The most important was 
a portrait in oil, masterly and Titianesque. An art 
critic says of this picture, “One is inclined to think that 
with a few strokes of the brush, like in a transformation 
scene, this portrait was called into existence.” Mdme. 
Huillard’s pastels display the same vigorous masterly touch, 
and are also evidence that not only she can draw, but further- 
more does not shirk doing so. ‘The pastels entitled “Etudes” 
are mostly drawings of the nude. The artist cannot be 
reproached for not working seriously. She has evidently 
studied anatomy, and uses her knowledge. Mdile. Bilinska, a 
lady artist also of considerable repute, sent four pictures. 
All four defy hostile criticism. ‘“Lilas Blancs” are marvellously 
painted. Her pastels are conclusive proof that pastel drawing 
is only understood in France. The rich tones, the 
vigorous touch, and almost exuberant life’ realised in 
these would startle English painters, who think that oil paint- 
ing alone can realise the maximum of artistic merit. Malle. 
Beauvy-Saurel, a lady artist with a masculine talent, exhibited 
three portraits. Madame Bataut exhibited a statue, “ Ange et 
Demon,” and a medallion bust. ‘These two pieces of sculp- 
ture furnish an interesting contrast: the medallion bust 
startles the spectator by its vigorous, masterly execution ; 
“ Ange et Demon” charms by its poetic, dignified purity. 
Before sketching the philanthropic, social, and political 
work done by Frenchwomen, I must say a few more words 
concerning the literary work carried on in continuation with 
their domestic duties. M. Stanislas Mennier, Professor 
Adjoint of Geology at the Garden des Plantes, has a world- 
wide reputation. Madame Stanislas Mennier is a woman 
of remarkable talent. Many years before she published, 
her talent was evident to her extourage—it is only within the 
last eight years she has consented to add the duties of 
authoress to those of a wife and mother, which now remain 
paramount. Mdme. Stanilas Mennier has published the fol- 
lowing excellent books: “Monde Animal,” “Monde Vegetal,” 
“ Au Hasard du Chemin.” A charming description of a 
tour in Normandy, describing all that was seen on the surface 
of the earth, beneath the earth, and in the waters thereof. 
“Les Sources Minerals.” A valuable guide, both for 
doctors and the lay public. Several novels in different 
magazines. “ La Fille du Roi,” from the same pen, will shortly 
appear in a consecutive form. It was originally published in 
the Zelegraphe. Figaro informs its readers “ Les ‘Trois 
Amoureux de Gertrude,” by Mdme. Stanislas Mennier, 
will be shortly published in the Paris Feui//eton, “Zari” is a 
nom de plume of a lady authoress. Her novels are much read, 
and she is personally a conspicuous figure in the scientific, 
literary, and fashionable world, or as they say her “ salons.” 
The novels by “Zari” are moral without being wearisome. This 
is an achievement that English people believe is rarely 
attained by French authors. “‘ Zari,” with a goodly band of 
other talented authors, male and female, prove this belief to 
be erroneous. Jeanne France, Mdme. Colomb, Mdme. Ferdi- 
nand le Roy, Mdme. Cheron de la Bruyére, are also well 
known authoresses in France. Their works are sans reproche, 
It isa pity they are not more read in England, and that 
there is so much ignorance rife the other side of the Channel 
concerning Frenchwomen and their work. W. VERNIER. 
Paris. 
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THE CONTEST AT ENFIELD. 


In connection with the contest at Enfield a number of 
Women's meetings have been held at Lower Edmonton, 
Enfield, Enfield Highway, New Southgate and High Barnet. 
Lady Aberdeen, Mrs. Theodore Fry, Lady Stevenson, Miss 
Orme, Miss Monck, Mrs. Charles Hancock, and others, 
have been active in the contest. For a constituency like 
Enfield, owing to the distance between the polling stations, 
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are not at the disposal of ordina 
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and the absence of railway communication between many 
of them, a very large number of workers are wanted, and those 
who perhaps otherwise might have been only lookers-on in 
the Women’s meetings have served to stir up some ladies 
the struggle. A few of the London associations have sent 
members to help in the canvass, but there is work for many 
more, especially on Saturday next, the polling day. It is not 
yet too late to make a further appeal. 

At the meeting in support of the candidature of Mr. 
Fairbairns at New Southgate, on Monday night, the following 


letter from Mrs. Gladstone was read :— 


“James Street, March 23rd.—Dear Mrs. Fairbairns. 
It would have given us so much pleasure to have done sny- 
thing to help your husband, but you will have seen, alas! 
that we have lost my brother-in-law, and my husband 1s gone 
to the funeral. In your uphill fight there is much to help. 
Never was there a greater cause to fight for, a more crying 


and noble cause. Kennington and Gorton have spoken, 
and surely Enfield will do her part to remove injustice and 
oppression, and help us to win a glorious victory I speak 
my husband’s sentiments, and I wish we could be by your 


husband’s side helping.—Believe me yours sincerely, 
“© CATHERINE GLADSTONE.” 


— > — —-_—— Ee a 


A HOME RULE DEBATE. 


A debate on Home Rule, the champions on both sides being 
for the most part ladies, was held on Thursday evening, the 
21st, at the house of Mrs. Bairdsmith, 81, Lexham Gardens, 
S.W. Miss Petrie, B.A., opened on the Unionist side, and 
displayed much irrelevant erudition with regard to the state 
of Ireland at the time of Henry IIL With regard to later 
periods, Miss Petrie has evidently had access to works which 
students, and her descri 

tion of the glowing enthusiasm with which the Irish people 


welcomed the union with England evoked more exclamations 
of surprise than of assent from the audience. Her slight 


allusions to recent events might be summed up as a eulogy 
of the beneficent system of coercion, and an astonishing 
testimony to the material prosperity of Ireland since the 
union. Miss Petrie has evidently been going through a 
severe course of study in the arts of elocution and of posing, 
and presumably she is a conscientious and somewhat too 
literal follower of the teachings of her professors in these arts. 
When she has got out. of the elementary stage we shall be 
glad to hear her again. Mrs. Westlake and Mr. Westlake 
were also exponents of the Unionist faith; but as the one 
was very cold and the other very flat, the audience were not 
visibly warmed or moved by what they had to say. Miss 
Richardson, an Ulster lady, with that mission which is so 
characteristic of Ulster to set the rest of the United Kingdom 
right, was by far the weightiest champion of the cause of 
“law and order.” She disclaimed for Ulster Liberals the 
offensive title of Orangemen, and professed that the very idea 
of “ ascendency ” was revolting. But assuming for herself, 
and her little knot of friends in Belfast, all the virtue, all the 
talent, all the culture, all the philanthropy of the country, 
the ascendency note was only too audible; and some, at 
least, of those present, must have reflected that it would be 
almost better to hand over the government of Ireland to the 
most ruffianly transatlantic dynamitard than to a body of 
those political Pharisees the north of Ireland Liberals. 
The Home Rule cause was espoused by Miss Orme, LL,B., 
in a speech that dealt with the difficulties and interests of 
more recent date than those of Brian Boru, which challenged 
the precious Protestant philanthropy to produce any proof of 
its efficacy to help and to elevate a sufferiig people or like 
the Plan of Campaign, and which pointed to the magnificent 
organisation and discipline of the National League as 
evidence of the undoubted powers of the Irish people for 
self-government. Mrs, Charles Mallet’s sentiments were 
admirable, but she got somewhat lost in the mazes of her 
rhetoric; and Mr. Williams ran off the line into a somewhat 
irrelevant denunciation of the Zimes and all its works, Mr. 
Freeman, the chairman, in order to produce a neutral tone, 
talked some amusing nonsense in his summing up, and then 
put the question to the vote. ‘The result— 

Tor Home Rule ...............ceeeeeeeees 43 

Against 
was not bad, seeing that the polling place was a London 
West End drawing-room. 
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WHAT WOMEN ARE DOING. 


Mrs. Westlake, for twelve years member for the Maryle- 
bone division of the London School Board, was presented on 
Saturday with a handsome set of antique silver cups on 
behalf of school managers, teachers, and other friends, in 
token of their appreciation of her services. 

Mrs. Henry Richard, of London, Miss P. H. Peckover, 
of Wisbech, P daughter of Sir Joseph Pease, M.P., 
and Mrs, Ormiston t, have been added to the 
number of the vice-presidents of the Peace Society. 


Miss Clementina Black is starting a trade union for 
shop assistants, to be known as the Protective Association of 
Warehouse, Stores, and Shop Assistants. 


Miss Blanche Challinor has been presented with a 
testimonial by the Watch Committee of the City of Man- 
chester, in appreciation of her services in capturing a pick- 
pocket on the occasion of the recent fire at the Circus in 
Chepstow Street. 

Mrs. Ward Poole, secretary of the British Women’s 
Temperance Association, stated at a meeting held in the 
Mansion House, last week, that the society now numbered 
400 branches, solely controlled by women. ‘The members 
number close on 28,000, 


Mrs. Gladstone was present some days ago at the forty- 
third annual meeting of the House of Charity the aim of 
which is to assist persons of good character in distress. 

Miss Hope Temple is likely to appear at no distant 
date in the United States as the interpreter of her own songs. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Blackwell, M.D., and Miss Greatorex 
are at the head of the English section of the International 
Congress of Women. 


The Countess of Meath is most anxious for more 
ladies to help in giving bright, varied, and high-class enter- 
tainments in metropolitan workhouses and hospitals. 

Mrs. J. R. Green, widow of the historian, is named as 
probable successor to Miss Shaw-Lefevre at Somerville Hall, 
Oxford. 

Mrs. Humphrey Ward has declined a sum which has 
not been paid to any English writer since George Eliot died 
for a five years’ copyright of her next book. 

Miss Ellen Bowyer, Miss Mildred Buster, Miss 
Maud Nattel, and Miss Fanny Curry are well repre- 
sented at the annual exhibition of the Society of Lady 
Artists, in the Egyptian Hall, Piccadilly. 

Miss E. J. Whately is carrying on the work of her 
sister Mary in Cairo. 

Mrs. Mona Cajird’s new book—“ Under the Wing of 
Azrael”—will be published by Triibner. It is directed 
against society marriages without love. 

The Duchess of Leeds is president of the Club Recrea- 
tion Rooms for East London Factory Girls, an exhibition in 
aid of the funds of which is now being held at the Earl of 
Strafford’s residence in St. James’s Square. 

Mrs. Hendley, writing from Jeypoca, India, recommends 
that the ayahs who come over with English families should 
be utilised for massaging and medical rubbing, in which art 
they all are experts, at the hospitals. 

The Dowager Lady Ashburton held a meeting on 
Tuesday, at her residence, Kent House, Knightsbridge, in 
aid of missionary work in South Africa. 


The Countess of Aberdeen presided on Monday at 
Enfield, at a conference of lady canvassers on behalf of Mr. 
Fairbairns. 

Miss Phoebe Otway’s management of the concert given 
on Monday evening, under the auspices of the People’s 
Entertainment Society, at the Burdett-Coutts Hall, Vincent 
Square, Westminster, was a complete success. 

Miss Edith ,A. Davis’ reproaches the leaders of the 
Women’s Suffrage Movement for want of womanly sympathy 
with the object of her Lady Guide Association. 

Miss Barrett, of Cheltenham, has made a special appeal 
on behalf of tramps frequenting the casual wards of the 
workhouse to the chaplain, and it has received warm com- 
mendation from the Local Government Board inspector. 

Miss Tripp, secretary of the Kyrle Society, London, 
makes an appeal for cut flowers and growing plants in the 
annual report. Miss Busk, joint secretary, asks urgently 
for books. 


ee 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


WOMEN AND GEOLOGY. 

Sir,—In a previous number (Vol I., No. 16, p. 249 
Feb. 16, 1889), you made some remarks about women 
geologists. Will you permit me to make a slight correction > 
After alluding to the election of Miss Raisin on the 
Council of the Geological (sic) Association, you added: 
“The older and more dignified (!) Geological Society of 
London has not yet admitted women to its fellowship or 
meetings, but, for the first time in its history, papers have 
recently appeared in the Journal of the Society, communicated 
by Miss Raisin, Miss Gardiner, and Miss Donald.” By 
“papers” you presumably mean papers by women ; and if 
so, the statement is incorrect. In 1862 a paper “On a 
Deposit containing Diatomacez, Leaves, &c., in the iron- 
mines near Ulverston,” by Miss E. Hodgson, was commu- 
nicated to the Geological Society of London, by its president, 
and was published in the quarterly journal of the society, 
vol. xix., pp. 19-31. This shows that the society has always 
been ready to publish good work without regarding the 
author’s sex. ‘The long interval that ensued between the 
publication of this paper and the papers by Misses Raisin, 
Donald, and Gardiner, in recent numbers, is merely due to 
the fact that, before them, no ladies followed the excellent 
example of Miss Hodgson. 

Ladies have not, it is true, hitherto been seen at meetings 
of the Geological Society, but in future, should one ask 
permission to attend, there is reason to believe that her 
request will be granted. ll visitors, it may be added, are 
only present on sufferance. At the Geologists’ Association, 
on the other hand, the presence of ladies is a conspicuous 
feature, especially on the excursions; but whereas the Asso- 
ciation includes 471 men, I regret to find that only 25 
women have seen fit to join its ranks. Further, since the 
Association was started in 1859, only one lady has contributed 
to its proceedings, namely, Miss Agnes Crane, whose popular 
paper ‘‘ On certain Genera of Living Fishes and their Fossil 
Affinities,” was published in abstract in Vol. v., pp. 115-121, 
July 1877. The remarkable preference displayed by the few 
ladies who do real original work in geology for the society, 
to whose privileges they are not admitted, is not, of course, 
an example of woman’s fondness for forbidden fruit. It 
merely shows that these ladies would endorse your epithet 
of “‘more dignified,” as applied to the older society, without 
any sarcastic note of admiration. 

It may be added that, though ladies have from the 
beginning been members of the British Association, they 
have not yet contributed papers to, or, so far as I remember, 
joined in the discussions of the Geological section. Neither 
does a careful search through back numbers of the Geological 
Magazine reveal more than two or three papers of woman's 
authorship, though the editor of that admirable publication 
would be the first to assist a lady writer. 

As a member of all the learned bodies here mentioned, 
and as a professional geologist, I feel sure that earnest 
workers will always be welcomed, none the less, but rather 
the more, if they happen to be women. _The stron, : ‘eeling 
in favour of admitting women to the fellowship of the Geolo- 
gical Society becomes stronger every day, as recent events, 
which it would be breach of confidence in me to disclose, 
have abundantly proved. But if women wish to help those 
who are fighting this battle for them, they will best do so by 
proving their fitness in fields already free to them.—F. G. S. 


DISSOLUTION—HOW ? 


Sir,—Feeling deeply the stain and disgrace brought upon 
our country by the present Government in their treatment of 
Ireland and the Irish political prisoners, with the utter dis- 
regard paid to the numerous resolutions that have been 
passed at large meetings held throughout the country, con- 
demning their policy, I am anxious to know whether 
stronger measures should not be taken to force them to 
resign? Whether an address might not be presented to the 
Queen petitioning her majesty to dissolve Parliament, in 
order that an appeal might be made to the country, as her 
present ministers—no longer representing the feelings and 
wishes of the nation—are endangering the national peace, 
unity, and wellbeing? Surely, we cannot be expected to submit 
quietly to another three years of coercion and misrule- 
The Crimes Act, to my thinking, is just a Tory Govern. 
ment mint for coining counterfeit crimes, the ring of truc 
metal—the tone of noble men—being an offence to their 
ears, to be stifled at any cost.—A NorTH MEoLs WoMAN. 
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FROM THE LADIES’ GALLERY. 


Ir was evident from the outset that Friday last was to be a 
big field-night ir. the House of Commons. The attack upon 
the Attorney-General, which had been deferred for two or 
three days, was now led off by Sir William Harcourt. The 
House was crowded in every part; passes for the gallery 
were in great demand, and the lobbies were full of earnest 
seekers after orders, The method of attack pursued by 
Sir William Harcourt has been criticised in various quarters, 
but it is difficult to know what better course he cou'd have 
adopted. He commenced by discussing the theory that the 
Attorney-General had acted for the Times in his capacity as 
private counsel only ; and having brushed aside that conten- 
tion, the right hon. gentleman proceeded on the supposition 
that the Attorney-General had appeared before the Parnell 
Commission as the chief law officer of the Crown. It 
should be stated that the speaker made no direct charge of 
misconduct against the Attorney-General. He simply 
endeavoured, by a series of pointed questions, to obtain 
from the Attorney-General such answeis as would more than 
justify the discussion, It was perfectly obvious that Sir 
Richard Webster was writhing under the dialectical skill with 
which Sir William Harcourt handled his case. Mr. W. H. 
Smith and Mr. Goschen appeared to be suffering from 
severe mental depression, and alternately’ buried their faces 
in their hands. Sir J. E. Gorst seated himself beside the 
Attorney-General in order to assist him in the line of his 
defence. Mr. Ashmead-Bartlett acted as errand boy to the 
Attorney-General, whilst another colleague csent for the 
inevitable “refresher,” which a Jawyer cannot do without even 
when addressing the House of Commons. The Solicitor- 
General, who was seated at the top end of the ‘l'reasury 
Bench, fussily got up and crossed in front of Mr. Goschen 
every now and then, for the purpose of offering his in- 
valuable advice to the Attorney-General. In the meantime 
Mw Balfour entered the House, and having endeavoured to 
seat himself beside his old colleague of the fourth party 
(Sir J. E. Gorst), it was politely hinted to him by Mr. 
Goschen that his room would be better than his company, 
and the Chief Secretary for Ireland took up his position 
between Mr. Matthews and the Solicitor-General. 

Sir Richard Webster on rising to reply, was greeted with 
loud cheers from his party ; and, indeed, no man ever stood 
in sorer need of them. His woe-begone countenance had 
completely thrown into the shade the features, long drawn 
out, of Mr. Smith and Mr. Goschen. It was soon evident 
that the line of defence adopted by the hon. and learned 
gentleman was to be that of indignant protest that he, the 
leader of the English bar, could have been guilty of 
the conduct imputed to him in the questions addressed 
by Sir Wm. Harcourt. It is no exaggeration to say that 
the Attorney-General was at the white heat of passion. 
Drawing himself up, so as to make the most of his height, 
he stood back from the table, and gesticulating wildly, 
exclaimed against the notion that such charges should be 
brought against him, “ acrcss the floor of this House !—” 
“ Across the floor of this House !”—he repeated again and 
again, his voice each time rising to a falsetto, until at last, at 
the word “ House” the top note was reached, and the House 
broke forth into derisive and scornful laughter at such a 
gratuitous display of temper. I will not follow the hon. and 
learned gentleman through all the mazes of his laboured 
defence. Asa defence, it was worth absolutely x7/ serving 
only as it does to bring into clearer relief the absolute 
identity of the Government with the Zimes newspaper. 
Even the points of the defence, poor though they were, were 
not correctly stated, as was conclusively proved by the letter 
of Mr. George Lewis to the Observer on Sunday, and by the 
intervention in the House of Commons of Sir Charles 
Russell on Monday, by which time the Tory cheers had 
grown fainter, and the faces of the Corservatives longer than 
even before. Poor Mr. Smith’s eye was no longer moist, as 
when he clasped the hand of the Attorney-General on Friday. 

I must not omit to refer to the threatened suspension on 
Friday of Mr. J. F. X. O’Brien, the member for South 
Mayo. Mr. O'Brien was once sentenced to be hanged, 
drawn, and quartered, and after having escaped from this 
fate it might appear to bea small thing to be suspended 
from the House of Commons. Not so with Mr. O’Brien. 
With a voice trembling with emotion and indignation, he 
disclaimed having been guilty of any interruption, and after 
an exciting scene, which lasted several minutes, Mr. Courteney 
courteously accepted his disclaimer. 


(for Wednesday's business see page 346.) 
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ee 
" NEWS AND NOTES ON WOMEN'S 
LIBERAL ASSOCIATIONS. 


On Wednesday evening next, the committees of the 


Hornsey Liberal and Radical Association, and the Hornsey 
Women’s Liberal Association, are to unite in giving a 
conversazione at the Finsbury Park Hall. 
is a most attractive one. 
to take part in the proceedings, and the Countess of Aber- 
deen has kindly promised 
speeches are to be preceded and ar , 
spersed with music. Movements in which it/is possible for 
both organisations to unite, us they are doing at Hornsey, 
cannot but conduce to that strength which will lead on to 
victory, even in Tory-ridden Hornsey. We hope thé 
union will be as apparent everywhere at the registration of 
voters’ court as in the tearoom. 


The programme 
Several Members of Parliament are 


to deliver an address. The 
by coffee, and are to be inter- 


that the 


* 
* + 
A paragraph in the “Table'Talk”of the Western Chronicle of 


Friday last calls attention to the necessity for starting a 
Women’s Liberal Association amungst the miners’ wives at 


Radstock. ‘The writer suggests that the Radstock Liberal 
Association should enlist the services of some well-known 
lady speaker, as they appear themselves to be lacking in 
moral courage sufficient for the task involved. The previous 
appeals of this kind, when noticed in our columns, have been 
attended with good results. We trust that the present 
instance will be no exception to the happy rule, and that 
some earnest worker will volunteer to address an inaugural 
meeting. 


— 


THE WOMEN’S. DEPUTATION TO 
IRELAND. 

Dear Sir,—There are one or two points in connection with 
the proposed deputation to Ireland, which I should like to 
bring before your readers. In making these suggestions I 
should like to ask members of the committee to communicate 
to me at once any ideas or objections which may occur to 
them. I would ask— 

1. That all associations intending to send delegates let 
me know af once, so that the plans may he organised. 

2. That delegates willing to speak in Ireland give me their 
names. 

3. That any delegates who would be ready to go more than 
once during the summer, to watch special cases, tell me when 
they write. 

4. That delegates tell me what parts of Ireland they have 
any special desire to visit, so that as far as possible the plan 
of action may fall in with the views of as many as possible 
of the delegates. : 

The method of work I 
lines as these :— 

1. As large a body as possible of delegates from the 
various Women’s Liberal Associations should go to Ireland 
in the Laster Week. 

2. That the members of the committee hold a meeting in 
Dublin (say at the Imperial Hotel) to settle final points of 
the programme, after a final consultation with the Irish 
leaders in Dublin—if possible on the Tuesday in Easter week. 

3. That the main body of the deputation—after this 
committee meeting—meet in conference, and receive their 
marching orders. ; 

4. That the party divide into small groups, say of four or 
five, as soon as possible, say on the Wednesday or Thursday, 
and take different routes—so that a large part of the country 
may be visited. 

5. That should Father McFadden’s trial be on about this 
time, a /arge body of the delegates attend it. 

6. That the delegates meet again at a given date in Dub- 
lin, when, if possible, a public meeting should be held, at 
which some delegates might speak. 

I would further suggest that all intending delegates and 
members of committee should keep a very bright look-out 
on the doings of the Crimes Courts, and that, if needful, a 
vigilance committee should be formed tu watch special cases. 

‘And I would lastly add that if any generous person should be 


disposed to help poor associations to send delegates (speak- 
ers), much useful work might be the result.—I am, sir, faith- 


san | iia ELLEN Cuapman, Hon. Sec. of Deputation, 
4, The Limes, Elm Road, Winchester, March 26, 1889, 


thought should be on some such 
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Joun Bricurt is dead, and the voice of the “‘ People’s Tribune” 
is now silenced for ever. In the face of a national calamity 
such as this, the memory of recent differences of opinion, 
and the bitterness of later years, will be buried and forgotten. 
Possibly, if there was one last act by which he could have 
gratified those who have hung upon the words of the great 
Statesman, and who to the last regarded him as their leader 
in most things, it would have been that they should have 
heard from his own lips his opinion upon the recent conduct 
of that newspaper which, in days gone by, could find no 
abuse too strong, no misrepresentation too glaring, to heap 
upon the head of the “People’s Tribune.” At such a 
time as this the voice of mourning and _ lamentation 
will be echoed in every home and in every dwelling-place, 
however humble, wherever the British flag flies. Who is 
there that shall do justice to his eloquence? Where the 
pen that can adequately gauge the part that he, throughout 
his long and unselfish career, has played in the history of his 
country ? Where is the man who can vie with him for 
patriotic and conscientious discharge of his duty? Where 
is he that has done so much to lighten the lot of the poor? 
We answer, there is one and only one who is equal to these 
things. It is that friend, and for so many years a colleague, 
to whom Mr. Bright himself has paid so unrivalled a tribute, 
the one to whom the death of his friend will come as a 
terrible shock, following so closely as it does upon the loss 
of his eldest brother. Mr. Gladstone may rest assured that 
at such a time he will enjoy in a marked degree the sympathy 
and the prayers of millions of men and women, who hold in 
tender appreciation his utterances at Birmingham in October 
last, on the subject of Mr. Bright’s health and the attitude 
which he has throughout displayed towards him since the 
latter withdrew his support from Mr. Gladstone’s policy. 

We venture to say that among those who mourn to-day, the 
Irish people will be the very last to forget the services 
rendered by John Bright in bringing prominently before the 
public mind some of the grievances under which they 
labour—especially connected with the tenure of their land. 
And surely there will be no warmer tribute of respect, no more 
fragrant wreath, than that which the women of England 
would place upon his grave. 

It is just 24 years ago since Mr. Disraeli, speaking in the 
House of Commons upon the death of Mr. Cobden, made 
use of words which are, to say the least, not less appropriate 
in the case of Mr. Bright—‘There are some members of 
Parliament who, though not present in the body, are still 
members of this House, independent of dissolutions, of the 
caprice of constituencies, even of the course of time. I 
think, sir, Mr. Cobden was one of these then.” So is John 
Bright. 


No unprejudiced or thoughtful woman who has followed the 
course of recznt events will be satisfied with the lame anq 
impotent defence set up by the Attorney-General in reference 
to the position he occupies as counsel for the Z¢mes before 
the Parnell Commission. The question is not one which js 
limited to considerations affecting the etiquette by which 
members of the legal profission are governed in their relation 
one to the other, or in 1egard to their clients. It is one 
which intimately concerns the dignity of Parliament and the 
honourable traditions of the House of Commons. ‘These are 
matters which should be as sacred to women as to men. 
The one should be as jealous as the other for their trans- 
mittance untarnished into the hands of future generations of 
citizens, when, in the eyes of the law, there will be neither 
men nor women, but only citizens. 


The Attorney-General then, appeared as counsel for the 
Times either in his private capacity, as for a private client, or 
as the chief law adviser to Her Majesty’s Government in a 
criminal prosecution. Challenged to say which of these two 
hypotheses is correct, he deliberately affirms that he held his 
brief simply as counsel for a private client. We are con- 
cerned to ask—with all respect for the personal character of 
the Attornzy-General—if this is a statement which can for 
one moment be maintained in the light of day, or if it is 
only a flimsy pretext for screening the miserable policy which 
from first to last has characterised the proceedings of the 
Government in this matter ? 


Is it for the sake of a private client! forsooth, that a Special 
Act of Parliament is passed appointing a special tribunal at- 
tended with enormous expense to the taxpayers of the country? 
Is it for the sake of a private client that Ireland is drained 
of her removable mazistrates and her armed constabulary 
(both so essential to her peace and prosperity !) with plenty 
of latitude to see the sights of London in the interval between 
swearing away the characters of members of Parliament in 
the witness box? Is it for the sake of a private client that 
the archives of the Home Office are placed at the disposal of 
the solicitors to one of the parties only ; that prison doors are 
opened ; and that the whole of the resources of the secret 
service are prostituted to the purpose of supporting forgeries ? 
Such a proposition as that the Attorney-General has simply 
been pursuing his private practice in acting as counsel for 
the Zimes is unworthy of a moment’s consideration. If 
however, we were disposed to admit it as a reasonable plea, 
then what right, we ask, has the chief law officer of the 
Crown—in receipt of emoluments from the British taxpayer 
equivalent to £12,000 per annum—to make State business 
subservient to the interests of his private clients? No. 
We are indebted to the Home Secretary for a phrase which 
accurately though bluntly expresses the relations of the 
Government and the Attorney-General to the Parnell Com- 
mission. “A great State trial,” said Mr. Matthews the other 
day, “to inquire into the conduct of the Queen’s enemies in 
England and in America.” Exactly, and in this “great State 
trial” the Government have been the prosecutors—aye, and the 
persecutors—and the Attorney-General, willingly or other- 
wise, their accredited mouthpiece. 

In days gone by, whenever questions have arisen touching 
the personal honour of its members, the House of Commons 
has been content to take their word as final. Hitherto it 
has always regarded the honour of its members as a part of 
itself, and has charged itself with the responsibility of 
making good its defence. Even Mr. Baitour can utter libels 
within the House upon 2 Galway nurse, and through his 
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attorney claim “ privilege” as a member of the House of 
Commons. It has been reserved for a “ Constitutional” 
Government to trample under foot one of the oldest and 
most vital traditions of the Constitution. They refused Mr. 
Parnell and his trusty colleagues the right to the tribunal to 
which they ‘were legally and justly entitled, viz., a Committee 
of the House of Commons. They forced upon him a Bill 
to which he declared himseif hostile, they dragged him 
before a tribunal against the constitution of which he 
vehemently protested. They enlarged the scope of its 
considerations so as to bespatter the accused with the blood 
of those whose lives his influence had been directed to save. 
By the aid of the Closure they rejected without discussion, 
without even the formality of voting, seven pages of amend- 
ments designed to secure him a fair trial. Not content with 
this, their Attorney-General deliberately held back from the 
consideration of the judges, for nearly three months, the 
only evidence— which he then knew to be worse than worthless 
—upon which he was about to base the charge of complicity 
in murder against the great leader of the Irish nation. 

Such is the policy pursued by the “‘ Mother of Parliaments ” 
towards one of its great statesmen. Such is the malignant 
and persistent hate displayed towards political opponents by 
a Government composed for the most part of a number of 
little men whose lot has fallen upon a great crisis. Such 
was their object—to silence by calumny and forgery those 
whom they could not answer. And now the weapons they 
selected have recoiled upon their own heads. 

It was only right that the conduct of the Attorney-General 
should have been impeached, but what we demand is the 
impeachment of the Government before the bar of public 
opinion. Thus far the instinct of self-preservation—a sense 
not of shame but of fear of the consequences of guilt—has 
emboldened them to run the Septennial Act against the life 
of an old man, and thus postpone that retribution which 
they cannot avert. But though 

The wheels of God grind slowly, 
They grind exceeding small, 


Though with patience He stands waiting, 
With exactness grinds He all. 


The following memorial is being got up in the House of 
Commons for presentation to the leader of the House, Mr. 
W. H. Smith :-— 


“To the Right Hon. W. H. Smith, M.P., First Lord of 
Treasury, &¢., &t. P 


“ Sir,—We, the undersigned members of the House o 
Commons, beg to inform you that the first place on Wednes- 
day, April 17th, has been secured for the Parliamentary 
Franchise (extension to Women) Bill, this day being the 
Wednesday before Good Friday. This subject has not been 
discussed during the present Parliament, as, during the last 
two Sessions, the days secured for this Bill were taken by 
Government for their business. We therefore respectfully 
request that, in making the usual motion for adjournment for 
Easter, you will ask the House to sit on Wednesday, the 17th 
of April.” 

e are informed that there is a good prospect of the 
memorial being agreed to. It is being much more largely 
signed by Liberals and by Irish members than by Tories and 
Unionists. There is every indication that there will be a large 
Liberal vote in favour of the Bill when it comes on for the 
second reading ; and the hopes of its backers run high that 
they will be able to carry it. With reference to the 


in Mr. Woodall’s Bill to the effect that it shall not include 
married women, it should be borne in mind that Mr. Wood- 
all is not acting as a representative of the National Society 
for Women’s suffrage. His position, therefore, remains 
unaffected by the resolution passed at the Princes’ Hall last 
week in favour of including married women. No doubt, as 
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we have all along urged, the latter is the goal at which to 
aim. It looks, however, as though the retention of Mr. 
Woodall’s provisu is the price that will have to be paid for 
getting the second reading of the Bill passed this session. 
For our own part, we must adhere to the policy of the 
“ whole or none,” which we have endeavoured to advocate— 
even at the risk of postponing ‘the whole.” 

By the way, we understand that Mr. Balfour has written a 
letter in which he speaks warmly of the prospects of the 
Bill and of the day, namely, the 17th of April, and that he 
has promised to vote for it. We have previously pointed out 
that the right honourable gentleman is under an engagement 
to address the Primrose dames at Manchester on that day. 


+ & 
* 


Although Mr. Bright voted with John Stuart Mill in 
favour of extending the suffrage to women, he ultimately 
declared himself hostile to the proposal, and spoke against 
it in Parliament in 1876. 

7% 


There are few public men who enjoy the power of 
repartee which was possessed by Mr. Bright. On one occa- 
sion, when Mr, Disraeli was walking up the floor of the 


‘House, a fellow-member remarked to Mr. Bright, “ ‘There 


goes a self-made man.” “Yes,” rejoined Mr. Bright, “and 
he adores his maker.” On another occasion Mr. Bright was 
informed that a Tory peer had remarked that in his opinion 
Mr. Bright was suffering from softening of the brain. “ Tell 
the noble lord,” rejoined Mr. Bright, “that that is a calamity 
which Providence Himself cannot inflict upon the noble 


lord.” 
4% 
* 


Those who know Gorton and the local circumstances 
under which the election was fought in 1885, think that she 
has done well in nearly doubling her majority. Those who 
know Enfield expect great things of her to-day. If 
this should catch the eye of any who are in a position to 
render help on Saturday (to-day), when the poll takes place, 
then pray let them spare no effort to bring about the trium- 
phant return of Mr. Fairbairns, to secure which Liberal 
women have already done much. Without a doubt Enfield 
is.the most important, as it is the most hotly contested, bye- 
election since the return of the present Parliament. 


* 
* & 


We are anxious to call the attention of our readers to the 
letter respecting the Women’s Deputation to Ireland, which 
we publish in another column, from the hon. sec., Miss Ellen 
Chapman. We earnestly urge upon all those interested to 
lose no time in communicating with Miss Chapman. 


* 
+ & 


Mr. Balfour has met his match in Judge Curran, before 
whom Mr. William O’Brien’s appeal came on Tuesday last. 
The learned judge refused to confirm the sentence passed by 
the Removables upon Mr. O’Brien until he had ascertained 
for himself the prospects of bringing about a settlement 
between Lord Kenmare and his tenants, to effect which he 
offered his own services as arbitrator. What a significant 
comment upon Mr. Balfour’s notions of law and justice. , 


* 
* & 


There seems to be a general concensus of opinion that the 
Liberal lawyers who abstained from voting on professional 
grounds (excepting of course, those engaged in the case), on the 
motion censuring the Attorney-General, were guilty of a 
grave dereliction of the duty they owed to their constituents. 
— tag hon. and learned gentlemen are being made 
to ° 


* 
* @ 


The London County Council, on Tuesday, again gave 
evidence of its capacity for reform. It was resolved that 
inquiries be made with a view to see what steps could be 
taken for the taxation of ground rents. It was further 
decreed that the Council should be invested with powers to 
establish public baths and laundries in all parts of Pome: 
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In connection with the Cavendish Chapel Young Women’s 
Guild, of which she is president, Mrs. Reaney last year 
formed the first girls’ swimming club in Manchester, and by 
special arrangement with the Corporation succeeded in 
obtaining advantages for the members of the club which it 
was not possible should accrue to them in their individual 
capacity. Recognising the importance of the movement 
initiated by Mrs.Reaney, the Corporation has just adopted 
the following resolution: “That 250 tickets at 1d. each be 
issued to members of girls’ classes, for admission to the 
Womens’ First-class Plunge Baths, at such times as may be 
previously arranged with the managers of the respective 
baths, and to be used in numbers not less than 12; the 
bathers to be accompanied by some adult person duly 
appointed to take charge of them.” 


* 

In the House of Commons on Wednesday, after an im- 
portant debate, the second reading of the Sunday Closing 
Bill was carried by a majority of 22. Mr. Cavendish Ben- 
tinck, who moved the rejection of the Bill, afforded much 
merriment by his not very coherent speech, and such slips of 
the tongue as that which led him to refer to the difficulty of 
decreasing drunkenness “‘én this house,” instead of saying, ashe 
intended to do, “in this country.” Mr. John Morley and Mr. 
W. H. Smith feelingly referred to the death of Mr. Bright. 


15, 


Women’s Liberal Associatio 


PUBLIC MEETINGS. 


BIRMINGHAM. 


A public meeting, under the auspices of the Birmingham 
Liberal Association (Women’s Auxiliary), was held on 
Monday, March 18th, at the Assembly Rooms, Needless 
Alley. Mrs. A. C. Osler (president) took the chair, and 
amongst those present were Mrs. Cobden Sickert, Miss 
Mander (Wolverhampton), Mrs. H. G. Reid, Lady Foster, 
Miss Foster, Mrs. Fulford, Mrs. A. Southall, Mrs. F. Impey, 
Mrs. Lewis, Miss J. S. Martineau, Miss Gardner, Mrs. Heap, 
Miss Youngerman, Mrs. T. Rose, Mrs. Humber, Mrs, 
Murtagh, Miss E. M. Rowe, the Misses Barber, Miss G. E. 
Southall (hon. sec.), the Rev. E. F. M. MacCarthy, the Rev. 
N. M. Hennessy; Councillors Osler, Martineau, and Ful- 
ford; Messrs. Ernest Grub (Carrick-on-Suir), Frank Powell, 
J. James, &c. 

Mrs. Osler, in opening the proceedings, 


3 welcomed the 
gentlemen as visitors to the meeting. In the old days, she 


remarked, when ladies used to go to meets on erance 
as it were, it used to be the custom for the chairman to 
**7 am very aa to see so many ladies present to-night, 

calf upon them to use their influence for the 
promote—that indirect influence 


mere votes which fall to our share.” 
laughter.) 
or three 


had done. 
women very deeply. 
old times produced a : 
Many women who once personall GiseppeOve of women 
taking an active part in per: , during the last few 
nea not only attend 
ion. Some boy 0 
Scotchinan on the Sabbath amusing themselves by throwin 
stones at a heap. *“Dinna re ken,” the pious man sald, 
“ye're breakin the Sawbath.” The boys continued their 
game without hitting the mark, and at length he exclaimed 
S Duffers,” and, picking up @ stone, aimed it at the heap and 
venttered it in all directions, (Lage of the tactics 
n nt contemplation by women 0 cs 
arg tes iShmen with to roland 


_ many of a to - a veritable 
-yusad lause. is active awakening of women was 
vt a ! Even when wine came forward 


in opposition cel bean it showed at least ana sense of 


ty and duty to humanit hitherto wanting for 
respons yoman . and an effort to —— to t 
higher calling. (Applause.) Never again c it be said in 
England women had no place in tics; never more 
it was to be hoped for the credit of lish manhood a: 
chivalry, could they be denied those ical ts which 
cpowid ever go hand in hand with tical duties. _ 

ou 
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The British Government knew this, and, having a whole. 
some respect for the numerical force of the native populations 
of India, took very good care not to violate public sentiment 
in that country, even when it was not in sympathy with 
that sentiment. (Hear, hear.) In a recent case, where 
English officials had acted arbitrarily and harshly towards 
the natives, the English Government did not hesitate 
pablicy to reprimand, and even to degrade, its own officials, 

us winning the lasting respect and confidence of the 
native pe Co an g be in stronger contrast. 
with Mr. Balfour’s attitude when he refused an 


the Michelstown business? (Hear, hear.) In esned inte 
such respect was paid to national patient Hes? 


hear.) Indeed, that party which professed such a i 
desire for union with Ireland that it was able io sith 
the political differences of centuries under the nanie 
‘Unionists, seemed to imagine that it could accomplish its 
aim by offending the deepest national and religious feelin rs 
of the people and arousing a passionate hatred of the British 
Government. The Gladstonians were constantly taunted 
with anpporting, they knew not what, with having no 
definite plan or scheme for the government of Ireland before 
the country. But whatever uncertainty might remain, and 
desirably remain, at present as to matters of detail, ‘they 
aa ead se ~ policy they higgee snp poreie whe policy of 
reed: and self-government, of trust i 
their leaders. (Applause) ; ane ee ane 
4 Mrs. Cobden Sickert moved the following resolution: 
That this meeting heartily congratulates Mr. Parnell and 
his colleagues on their triumphant refutation and exposure 
of the disgraceful calumnies levelled at them by the Times 
and its abettors with the object of discrediting the cause of 
Home Rule in Ireland, and records its earnest conviction 
that the hope of a real and abiding union between England 
and Ireland lies not in harsh and tyrannical efforts to crush 
out a national and constitutional agitation, but in generous 
sympathy with Ireland’s aspirations towards freedom and 
self-government.” Mrs. Sickert related her experiences in 
Donegal in a_ most interesting and eloquent manner. 
Speaking of Father McFadden she said he was a philan- 
thropist before he was an agitator, and all he had done was 
to tell the people to combine in order to resist the unjust 
rents which were levied upon them. The people all love 
Father McFadden ; he is their friend, their brother and their 
priest ; he never refuses i or appeal, and is ready at 
all hours of the day or nig t to visit the sick and afflicted. 
A man of great inte lectual power, he yet prefers to remain 
with his poor parishioners in Gweedore than reap any 
preferment the church might offer him. On one occasion, 
when Mrs. Sickert attended_Gweedore church, 3,000 people 
were present, and Father McFadden told her that this was a 
smaller congregation than usual. After the service the 
people adjourned to a conven ient spot, and Father McFadden 
gave them a stirring political address. (Laughter and 
applause.) Referring to the lamented death of Inspector 
Martin, Mrs. Sickert said that it was the Liberals who 
deplored that event, for the Tories seemed rather De is at 
it. (Hear, hear.) But they ought not to be afraid of myine 
that they considered the *overnment to blame for that sa 
event more than where the peasants of Gweedore. (Hear, 
hear.) The Government played the part of the devil in 
those poo i ple into that frightful temp- 
tation by making them think that the horrible power of the 
law, which to them was nothing more than an unse en 
terror, was at last about to take from them their only 
friend. (Hear, hear.) It was just as shameful as it would be 
lice to Rochdale to arrest John Bright 
as he came from his meeting-house, and any Government 
who did that would be shamefully to blame for whatever 
hear.) Mrs. Sickeit 
then spoke of the shameful evictions which have recently 
taken place in Ireland, and mentioned especially those on 
ve one instance where two old 
ulled down. The National League 
to build it up again, the league 
finding the materials, and whereas before it had only one 
window and one chimney it was now to have two windows 
and two chimneys. (Latighter.) The National League was 
a great power with t ‘ant io 
cases it was all they to look to. ) : 
Miss Mander seconded the resolution, and gave a raphic 


entirely from the police. Every time Mr. Balfour spoke on 
wba ra bi sea more oer — the evidence. 

n of the t y was entirely incorrect. *ne 
had ” dealt with this 
question was one of the greatest scandals of modern day>. 
Id never be satisfied until truth anil 
justice prevailed. (Applause.) In conclusion, Miss Mander 
urged her hearers to gu over to Ireland and see these thins> 
ae hea ted the luti She referred to the 
suppor » resolution. referred to the 

meeting of the {Women's Liberal Federation in Princes’ Ball, 
and said it was a sign that women were up and doing in thi 
inatter. A new stage had been reached in the history of the 
the last few days—a 


stage ued er, 


rhups, than many 0 them expected to victory. ( Applause.) 
The resolution was carried unanimously, and on the motion 
of Miss Southall, seconded by Counc Fulford, a hearty 
vote of thanks was to the speakers and the president. 
, having y replied, the proceed ini 
the create Ss ete i 

signatures were to the Na’ . 
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ee ee a 
CROYDON. thanks to the excellent management of Mr. J. T. Hunt the 
Upper Norwoop Warp.—A tea and public meeting took ae wes pid ST oe peselners half- 
place on March 19th. In spite of very stormy weather 140 La =x 3 i; cedain aa Tio cule cide cohen rer 
ple sat down to tea, and at eight o’clock many more . =e ~ Mage Aeerres Tauris cua et 
attended the meeting. Mrs. Grimwade, president of the ri Ee cow wan, Sacer Se saat 8 cacheed 
association, presided; and the Rev. J. Halsey, of Anerley, ag we y Winifred 7 eg ingsth weil : 
and Mr. Grimwade, Liberal candidate, delivered stirring | charmingly felicitous and peal sy ag ave a cusiing 
addresses. Miss Aubrey proposed, and Miss Grover (hon. ae seg en . Fan ao +o ei ala 
sec.) seconded the following resolution, which was carried _ weal od rains a ri — ae “ ne 
unanimously : “That this meeting of the Croydon W.L.A. | ®? gases feces er lanes wn prec oer gen 
emphatically condemns the Jubilee Coercion Act in all e ikea “ain pee luis cae ait a eae 
varied workings, and as one step towards obtaining its repea beeq 
pledges itself re every legitimate means for securing the | Of #9 Irish Prato and aes bgcaed oe lec. as 
return to Parliament of Mr. Grimwade.” During the even- | the proceed. ate bahia sc stig aia eae and en ee c 
ing a selection of music was given by Miss Legis Mr. Chie, pray nee chairman open e proceedings in an 
and others, and the proceedings closed with a hearty vote o : ce ; 
thanks to the ladies for their visit to this rather neglected and — tol halcmme esto lope gr Poet Sherine. ne 
very Conservative part of the borough. This was proposed , 


the ‘“Seamroy,” or Shamrock, is worn by Irishmen in 

by Alderman Dr. Jackson, and seconded by Mr. John Street, | their hats, by way of a cross, on St. Patrick’s Day, in 
s 
* * 


memory of t great saint, who, when he landed near 
As was announced in these columns some weeks ago, an 


Wicklow, in 433, to convert the Irish to Christianity, 
: - endeavoured to explain God to them as the Trini 
Irish working party has been formed. The appeal for funds | in Unity, but they could not understand him, an 
and workers was so generously responded to, that in less than | were sendy te stone gee oa coreg a trefoil from the 
two months a bale containing 100 new and 98 cast-off gar- | 8toum ly Ghost sible for the Father, Son, 
P ' Med t as for th I By 
A nents was despatched to the Rev. Michael O'Keefe, Kilbrin, | 44 H0lY Ghost ae for these, leaves to grow,on one, stalk” 
nm Kanturk, co. Cork. In acknowledging it, Father O’Reefe 
says, ‘“‘ Might I ask you to tender the thanks and blessings 
of my poor people to the members of the association, and 


‘green, immortal shamrock” became and has continued to 
tell them we look upon them as our friends and benefactors. 


be the cognizance of Ireland. The banner was presented to 
the association, and the committee hoped it would be hun 

The clothes for little boys and girls will enable them to go to 

school every day—a great advantage. May God bless all 


up at their meetin; (Applause.) If the gentlemen though 
it would be useful to any of their gatherings they were 
the members of the association.” 
* 
+ + 


welcome to the use of it. (Applause.) - 
Robinson, who was Mag? AP lat received, said: 
0 
A drawing-room meeting was held in the South Ward on 
Wednesday, March 2oth, at Mrs. Brown’s, Bagbie House, 


Mr. Chairman and Ladies,—The following is the resolution 
which I have been requested to propose : “ That this meeting 
Haling Park. Mrs. Grimwade presided. Miss Anne Ely, 
of the Croydon Board of Guardians, read an interesting 


views with the deepest shame and indignation the atro- 
ciously inhuman treatment of Mr. William O’Brien and the 
other Irish prisoners by the present Government, and ear- 
nestly calls upon the men and women of Great Britain no 
longer to tolerate such acts of tyranny towards Ireland, done 
in their name; and would also congratulate Mr. Parnell on 
paper on “The Work of Women Guardians.” ‘There was 
a good attendance, and an animated discussion ensued in 
which Mrs. Grimwade, Mrs. Hinde, Mrs. Butcher, Mrs. 
Brock, and Miss Grover took part. Before the meeting 
closed the names of several new members were added to 
the association. In an adjoining room some beautiful 


the triumphant issue of his case.” (Ap 
specimens of Irish work were displayed for sale. 


lause.) 

Alluding to the proceedings before The Parnell Commis- 
sion Lady Robinson said: The Times asks us now to believe 
that it was deceived. Sweet innocent! Merely an April 
fool—so artfully taken in. yaventor.) But, as somebody 
says, if so, its simplicity certainly savours more of Earls- 
wood than of Eden. (Renewed laughter.) The Times said 
that it had taken months to submit the genuineness of the 
letters to every possible test. But what was the fact? 
Why, that they had accepted them on evidence which 
would hardly have convicted a schoolboy of eating apples. 
(Applause.) I am afraid there is not a country in the world, 
our own not accepted, in which you couldn't get any man 
bod: ily assassinated, not to speak of such a trifle us the 
m er » Pi 


HULL AND EAST RIDING. 

A meeting of the Members of this Association was held in 
the Wilson Hall, East Hull Liberal Club, on Tuesday, 19th 
March. The last lecture of the session was delivered by 
Mrs. Broad, who chose for her subject ‘‘ Knowledge.” Mrs. 
Norton ably and effectively presided, and there was a good 
attendance of members. 


The Lecturer drew a simile between the wants of our phy- 
sical and mental natures, owing that knowl was 
essential to the intellectual life. e uisition of know- 
ledge and the love of it were amongst the noblest, purest, 
ant most enduring sources of human happiness. Attention 
was drawn to the faculties for obtaining knowledge, now 
much more accessible than in the days of our forefathers. 
The lecturer made a careful analysis of the operation of the 
mind in acquiring knowledge. In infancy and childhood 
our first impressions and crude knowledge are obtained by 
the verbal teaching of a mother’s lips, the words of love 
finding a ready entrance into the infant mind. Then follows 
the teacher with enlarged knowledge. And subsequentl 
the conversation of intellectual men for all people of all 
ages. Books were a t source of know and 
exceedingly profitable if selected with care and studied with 
deliberation. Some books, as Bacon says, are to be tasted, 
others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and 
digested. The habit of reading, well djrected, exercises an 
irresistible influence over the whole tenor of a man’s charac- 
ter, which is none the less effectual because it works insen- 
sibly, and because it is the least t he dreams of. It 
widens the sympathies, ties the conduct, and raises man 
from a barbarian to the higher and nobler plane of civilised 


' of a reputation, for rovided you went to the 
right quarter, and provided the sup murderer was 
certain he would not be found out. Now, this is exactly 
what Mr. Houston, the loyal and patriotic secretary— 
(laughter)—of the Loyal and Patriotic Union, did. e 
wanted to get information of a certain kind. He went to a 
wretched and dastardly scoundrel, into whose character he 
took care not to inquire, with his hands full of money— 
hundreds of pounds, thousands, any amount at command! 
why Pigott evidently considered him a perfect milch cow to 
his necessities—and he succeded in persuading his tool 
that he was safe from detection. The result was what 
might have been expected. Batch after batch—all duly paid 
for—of forged letters were produced, and Mr. Houston, 
carefully shutting his eyes, handed them to the open- 
mouthed Times. Well, Pigott is gone, and we may well 
say that ‘“ nothing in his life became him like the leaving of 
it "—(hear, hear)—for even the Tories, vast as is their credu- 
lity, can hardly believe that Mr. Labouchere bribed him to 
blow his brains out. (Laughter.) Yes, Pigott has gone, 
but his mantle has fallen upon Coffey. (Great laughter.) 
I hope you all saw Coffey’s evidence, how he daringly 
contradicted in the witness-box, every word of his private 
statement. He was ea igircg! lala was 'y. 
(Laughter.) He described how " the Irish 
solicitor who helped the Times, ‘came .” Now, Coffey 

to the bait and obligingly made sta 


rtual life. murders were comimi “and now,” says the unblush 
Tet pope of the meeting a hearty vote of thanks was | Coffey, ** my whole confession was it tira of af 
given to the lecturer on the motion of Mrs, Saunderson, imagination, (Oh!) “A. statement,” says the canny 
ssconded by Mra, Thorp, and supported by Mim Bremner, | COUSY. tnd it Ie has wot gue lta decorts at all qveate it bee 
Lawton, and Mr. rn. had ita, fey. Laughter.) Faugh the wi te subject ie 
ng— one's a we must not, a 
KETTERING. Gf as, lt tt Sal inde oblivion watil. a6 any wate, after the 


A most successful gathering was beld in the Large Assem- | next General Election, For this is a n 
bly-room of the Coffee Tavern, in connection with the | upon you. ‘Wie choed bobind the Times in this cc 
Kettering Women's Liberal Association, on Monday last. Us ; Pagel furved the accused members, 


; parliamentary committee to defend 
Tea was provided at five o'clock, but so large was the atten- | fuinous expense, before = commissh ot hie Sabot 
dance that the ladies had to divide into two companies; and | everything they proposed? Her Majesty's 
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(Applause.) Who turned the whole machinery of Irish Mrs. McGowan, in seconding the vote of than 

Government into a branch office for Mr. Roamen? Her | the time was not far distant when they would pe la 

Majesty's Government (Renewed applause.) Who | the opportunity of listening to Lady Robinson. (Hear, hear.) 

was the “old friend” who laid his head together on the subject In reply, bady Bobinson said that although she now lived 
ortham 


geo the editor of the mow anegraned journal? The leader | near n, she formerly resided near Kettering, so 
of the House of Commons. (‘Poor Smith!”) Who was the | much as to fee: that she belon to the town. (Applause.,) 
counsel who pes himeelf to prove the genuineness of | It had given her t pleasure to be present at their meetin 
the letters up to the hilt? Her May Attorney-General, | that evening, and she only hoped that such meetings coul 
the first law officer of the Crown. (‘‘Shame.”) be held in every town and in England. (Cheers.) 
After alluding to the reception of Mr. Parnell at the The Chairman referred to the fact that Lady Sandhurst — 
Eighty Club, and in the House of Commons, the s ker | who, it will be remembered, ina ted their association, 
referred to the Irish Land Question. She said: The tenant | had been returned as a representative on the London County 
has done all; he has built the wretched cabin to which he Council in preference to Mr. Beresford-Hope, who had now 
clings as home, has cut away the turf and drained the slush instituted proceedings with a view to test the question 
off the bog, has put up the fences and built the pig-sty. iether ladies are el — for election on the County Coun- 
After years of toil what happens? What follows was given cils. (Laughter.) It been suggested, that to show their 
in one of the papers as from the lips of the victim. One | appreciation of y Sandhurst’s conduct they should for- 
fine day the agent steps around, ‘ Ah! Paddy, you are | ward a donation towards the legal expenses in the test case 
rospering. Glad to see it. Nothing like work. ‘ow long | now pending, and with that object a collection would be 
ve you been at it? Five years, you say. I forget—how | made at the door. 
much do you pay for it?” “Six pounds, your honour, but The meeting was then peouene to a close with a verse of 
only five acres were arable land when I took it. ‘Ali the | ‘God bless our native land,” after which several new mem- 
rest I’ve reclaimed myself, and I’ve killed myself over it | bers were admitted to the association. 
entirely, as you can see with your own eyes.” ‘Paddy, my ——s 
man,” says the agent, “this won't do. It’s robbing your LIVERPOOL 


landlord. We can't let you have more than half your farm 
The sixth annual meeting of the members and friends of 


for a few shillings. Let’s have no nonsense. I must put 
ten ae me acre on it.” What is Pat todo? He has no | the Abercrombie Division branch of the Liverpool Women’s 
Liberal Association took place on Monday evening at the 


skill; he no money. Where is he to find food for the 

famil ? He has to submit. And so poor Pat’s rent is | Young Men’s Temperance Hall, Hardman Street. Mr. 

valeod, In conclusion, speaking of the necessity for | W.C. Rawlin preeiie’ and there was a good attendance. 

organisation, Lady Robinson said: I would recommend to | The feature of the evening’s proceedings was an address on 

you the Women’s Gazette, in which will be found a record | ‘“‘ Personal Experiences in Ireland,” by Mrs. Bateson, of 
ene ee who was introduced by the chairman as the 


of what women are doing, can do, and ought todo. Why 
the late Mr. James Aikin, of this city. 


every woman is by vocation a home ruler. — es fo} : 
‘The man’s a fool who thinks by force of skill Bateson, in the course of her address, dwelt princi. 


To stem the torrent of a woman’s will; Pe on a visit she paid to Ireland during the autumn of 


-- For if she will she will, you may depend on't, 887 in the capacity of a national sympathiser with that 
RAdE Gia wont ale ely an horse aivond ont.” coun That was on the occasion of the visit of the Home 


Rule on deputation to Ireland, and was of particular 
(Laughter and applause.) Make your husbands, your interest as being the first accredited body from a societ 
brothers, and your lovers vote the right way; make every | representing a section of English men and women whic 

one understand what it is that Ireland really wants—not | ever bore a message of oodwill to Ireland. The result of 
separation—that was only the cry of despair, and the voice | that visit had been most im rtant. The dense mass of 
of our great leader has silenced that cry for ever—not dis- | 1norance with regard to Ireland at that time was simpl 

union—rather a closer and a warmer union, because based on | #Palling. They a knew how the characters of the Iris 

a real understanding between the sister peoples—but leave | had been blackened, mali nantly caluminated, until the lies 
to manage her own purely domestic affairs, leave to develop | concerning them had sunk into the minds of the people and 
her own resources in her own way, leave to follow her 


needed a geese deal of eradicating. That visit had a arret 
natural leaders, to breathe the pure atmosphere of a U ae 


deal of influence in doing away with this ignorance, the 
national Parliament, and leave to become a free, and there- good then begun was still going on and having its effect 
fore loyal, member of the great empire of which she is an 


among the people. Mrs. Bateson then proceeded to describe 
integral part. (Loud and prolon; applause, again and | in detail the reception of the Union depot in the 
again renewed.) 


various districts in the south of Ireland. e enthusiasm 
of the people, she said, was simply overwhelming. And yet 
it was said that this enthusiasm was another form of 
coercion—that the people were compelled to show enthusiasm 
by the Land e. e very idea was preposterous. The 
devotion of the Irish people to their leaders was—she was 
about to say wonderful. It was, however, hardly wonderful, 
when one considered how much those leaders did for them, 
how they gave up their all for the cause of their country. 
(Hear, hear.) Turning to her visit of last year, Mrs. Bateson 
said that in August she went to the south of Ireland and 
there settled down for a short time. Her visit was most 
instructive. She found Catholics and Protestants alike 
ardent Nationalists. On one occasion she went over to see 
Skibbereen, where Baroness Burdett-Coutts had invested 
some capital to form a fishery. Even there the cloven hoof 
was creeping in. The landlords were running up houses 
and increasing the rents because the land was being inc 
in value through the money of Baroness Burdett-Coutts 
and the energy of the as le. (‘*Shame.”) In conclusion, 
Mrs. Bateson moved the olowing resolutions which she 
asked all present to me ae ‘“We, the undersigned, hereby 
ignities now bein ted on the 


an extract of a (ae delivered in London in February oO 


charges t Mr. Parnell and other Irish leaders. (Ap- 


la 
} pril 18th, 1887, the same eer as the second reading of the 
Coercion Bill, when she 


rederick Cavendish and his 1.” And what | Protest against the in ; 
core packer” an insolent member on the other side cried “oe representatives and — lea oh a = ) so 
out, when,“ Aye, and Burke, too,” the Irish leader exclaimed | People; we denounce the insult which is thus levelled ata 


cause which the great majority of the Irish ple consider 
sacred; and we express our deep ver y with their 
ich they are now 


sufferings in the time of trial th h w 
| most respectt ie and 1 ations on his triumphant victoth | passing.” Miss Wells seconded ther resolution, which was 
those of every true Liberal man and woman in Great tain; | re unanimously. Mr. = = wer marred, 8 vor es 
and also t admiration of his Christian, patient, and dig- t = “hea air moma ‘bleed rn on the 
nified endurance of these fo — —— persecu- ey ution, w was carried unanimously. This termina 
— cs cet . (Applause.) °T pres would In the afternoon 8f the same day a very successful drawing: 
¥ the dawning of a ha y, when the sweet picture meeting, addressed by Mrs, Hatewon, was held at "he nowt te 
cog oe in’ St. James's Hall decorations last | Miss Wallace, 38, F Square. At both meetings the 
maak become a “blessed bright reality”—that of Protest was extensively signed. 
Bri Le sister Ireland in —— - on << 
ae pln gn Nae geet NOTTINGHAM. 
angelic song, “ Peace on earth, goodwill to men. (Loud i vane "y a ae 
°"The resolu being put to the vote, was carried SLACK AND MR. FLETCHER MOULTON, Q.C. 


A highly interesting and successful soiree in connection 
with the Castle Ward Women's Liberal Association has 
been held here in the United Methodist Free Church 
Schoolroom in Lenton Boulevard. The attractiveness of 
the occasion was enhanced by the announcement that Mr. 
Fletcher Moulton, Q.C., the popular condidate for South 
Nottingham, would deliver an address, and there was & large 
attendance of members of the association. The :¢hool was 
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tastefully decorated. The platform had for a background a 
couple of union jacks and a portrait of Mr. Gladstone, and 
it was rendered verdant and charming by a free use of ever- 
greens. Mrs. T. Bayley (president of the association) took 
the chair. There were also among those present Ald. T. 
Bayley and Mr. Fletcher Moulton, Q.C., Sir John and Lady 
Turney, Ald. Lambert, Mrs. Jesse Hind, Mrs. W. H. Mallet, 
Mrs. C. J. Ward, Mrs. Thorpe (Lenton), Miss Bayley (Lenton 
Abbey), Mr. and Mrs. J.. Bamford Slack (Ilkeston), Mrs. 
Cowen, Councillor and Mrs. Baggaley, Mrs. 8. Froggatt, 
Mrs. Royce, Mrs. Simons, Miss Hutchinson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Gordon, Mr. and Mrs. T. Moore, Mr. Youngman, Mrs. A. 
Pyatt, and Mrs. B, Pearson. During the evening a capital 
selection of music was sung by the association choir, con- 
sisting of members of the association, assisted by a few 
gentlemen as tenors and basses. 

Mrs. J. Bamford Slack, in addressing the meeting, said 
that the existence of this association showed that politics 
were very much for women, and that women, if they tried, 
could not live clear of politics. She did not think this 
association existed for the mere purpose of giving entertain- 
ments and amusements for political ends, par ys weays’s had 
had one that evening. They had higher ends than that in 
view, and they meant to work for the social, the moral, and 
the political well-being of the women of England, and, in fact, 
for the well-being of all the rest. Here women were banded 
together in a bond of sympathy. They all felt that bond of 
sympathy, and without that they could not o forward with 

eir work with any sreat strength. Each woman who 
belonged to an association of this kind could, it seemed to 
her, feel a thorough satisfaction in knowin that she did her 

rt in her own small way, however small it might be, in 
oping forward the highest interests of the English race. 
She did not think that as yet this old England of ours could 
take the highest rank. In America they were ahead of us. 
There women took more general interest in all the affairs 
of life that were here left to men. In England women 
seemed more awake to the political life of the country. The 
Primrose Habitations and the Liberal Associations showed 
distinctly that women were waking up to the political life 
of our land. (Hear, hear.) At present canvassing was a 
very great work and was perhaps the best active work these 
associations could do, especially in a division for which at 
present, though only temporarily, there sat a Conservative 
member. They did not want only to canvass to gain their 
ends. They must do that, but they wanted women to have 
their own ideas about the matters that affected their rights. 
(Hear, hear.) In conclusion Mrs, Slack spoke eloquently in 
favour of the cause of Ireland. 

Mr. Pletcher Moulton, who was warmly applauded, con- 
“pane them on the energy of their president, and 
Mrs. Slack upon her eloquence and clearness of diction. 
(Applause), In concluding a powerful address he said the 

ition of women had improved just as in proportion men 
abandoned brutal ways. The power women had at 
resent, the respect with which they were all treated, was 
ust an index of the way in which men had become ashamed 
of violent methods, and it was their function in life, their 
mission, to see that that went on, and all that he could say 
was that there was no more noble mission for them at this 
moment than to take this question up, and wherever they 
went to declare, whatever their views were on Ireland, that 
there was one thing they would not pardon, and would not 
tolerate, and that was that Englishmen, members of a nation 
to which their fathers, and mothers, and sons belonged, 
should be identified with a brutal policy in Ireland. (Ap- 


lause), 
z On the motion of Mrs, Cowen, seconded by Miss Hutchin- 
son, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the speakers, 
and the proceedings terminated, 


PLYMOUTH. 

The annual meeting of this association was held on 
Friday, March 22, at the Bank Street Chambers, under the 
presidency of Mrs. Bray. There was a good attendance of 
members. 

The Hon. Secretary (Mrs. Clarke) read the first annual 
report, which stated that in January, 1888, many ladies in 
Pip mouth felt that they should endeavour to exert their 
talents and energies to assist the Liberal cause, and 
a meeting was held, ny the kind invitation of the 
Misses Bragg, at Weston Lodge, Mannamead, Professor 
Anthony, Mr. Charles Radford, and Mr. Honey attended to 

nise the association, and by their kindly help a com- 
canses of sixteen members, four vice- ta, a treasurer, 
= two secretaries was formed. The number of members 


hand to restore the Liberal party to power. The 
method very Dard te mate’ bazaar and fancy 
& success, Bb insted tree 
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Association. The report then went on to give a summary 
of the meetings held during the year. ’ 
Jackson presented the neial statement, which 
showed that the total receipts amounted to £156 15s. 2d.; 
expenditure, £73 lls.; thus leaving a balance in hand of 
£884 4s, 2d. Mrs. Jackson supplemented her report by statin, 
that their public meetings and social gatherings involv 
t expense, and but for special contributions towards 
ese their expenses would have been much heavier. 

Mrs. Barratt, in proposing the adoption of the re : 
remarked that much quiet work had done, the 
hoped that in future they would be able to accomplis 
greater things. (Hear, hear.) The balance in hand would 
give scope to much more enterprise. 

Mise Pengelly seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 


m successful. 
with her that the ladies 
deserved their warmest thanks for their services to the asso- 


great pleasure in propos the 


sing the 
following ladiewas vice-presidents: Mrs. meee rs. Bishop, 
Mrs. Barratt, and Miss Bragg + e committee, 

, Harvey, Piper, Micklewood, 


The 


Brags, Cooper, and E. Radford. 
0. M. Clarke, in pecOnMns the motion, observed that 


said she was exceedingly 
nly for the honour they had 


pares. her that position, but simply the fact that she was a 


tle more earnest, perha’ 
She had always been more 
felt more enthu- 


ind wo accom- 
panied her verge ng Her father was in heart and 
sympathy wi litical movement in Plymouth, 
though he had rather withdrawn from pia life, because 
ys, and old age was 
coming upon him. n 
a ee do her best. With regard to the ladies who were 


and the same applied to some of the committee. Proceeding, 
Miss Latimer referred to her recent visit to London and the 


ker dwelt on the qrena grin 
ng, Miss 


@ cou of lady rdians for the e 
in inating one lady—a very Se pey? woman— 
and she wanted a colleague. The ker called upon a 


spea 
t number of ladies, and their chief objection was to 
feing the first. But someone must be the first, and she 
thought that being 
Miss Latimer stated that their lad 


SHEFFIELD. 


members of the Hallam Division of the Women's 

Association, had a nt and successful 

entertainment on the 10th inst. rent elipperp em in 

which they met was furnished and decora and refresh 

placed at one end, were partaken of during an 
sone 


nod music, ty of con- 
and 0 ee ee ee ee te cat 


tion, 
attraction of the evening, however, was a series of views of 
Ireland and Irish life under the coercion laws, which were 
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which was delivered by Mrs. Byles, of Bradford. Her 
personal experiences in Ireland invested her remarks with 
the most intense interest, and her description of some of 
the sufferings of our fellow-subjects was hic and 
touching. Considerable enthusiasm was evoked & by the 
exhibition of portraits of our great Liberal leaders, and of 
the Irish patriots. As an experiment the “social evening,” 
as the committee called it, was a decided success. 


SOUTH KENSINGTON. 


A public meeting to consider the subject of ‘Women as 
Citizens” was held in Kensington Town Hall, on the evening 
of Tuesday, 19th inst., under the auspices of the Women’s 
Liberal Association for South Kensington. There was a 
good attendance, including Mrs. Pennington, Miss Ferguson, 
P.L.G., Mrs. Brandreter, P.L.G., Dr. Janet Rushbrook, 
L.C.P.I., Miss Lush, Miss Spring-Rice, Mrs. Perrier, Mrs. 
Broadley Reids, and Miss Vine (secretary). 


Mrs. Charles McLaren occupied the chair, and in open- 
ing the meeting said they had met to consider how best to 
use the privil they had attained, and to consider the 
advisability of petitioning Parliament for their extension. 
The idea of women as citizens was a novel one, but men had 
ruled the world for thousands of years, and, without wish- 
ing to criticise their efforts harshly, it must be admitted that 
they had not made it a Eutopia—(laughter)—and if war and 
other evils were to be abolished or mitigated, she thought it 
would be by the influence of women when they became 
possessed of the Parliamentary franchise. 

Miss @ moved the first resolution: ‘That this 
meeting recognises the excellent results of granting the 
municipal vote to women, and urges the Government to 

ive every facility for the ein of a measure giving the 
arliamentary vote to all duh qualified women”—a 
motion which was seconded by Mrs, Bryant, and carried 
unanimously. 
dhurst moved the second resolution, warmly 

approving the election of women as county councillors, 
poor-law posedlinns, and members of the School Board, and 
pledging the meeting to use its best endeavours to promote 
the return of suitable women candidates at future local 
elections. It was impossible to dissociate politics altogether 
from local elections, for if the work done by local bodies was 
to be of the best, it must be done on Liberal principles. The 
work the County councils had to do was very great, as they 
would not be half County Councils until they had control of 
the gas and water supply, the poorhouses, and the 


risons 
and powss, They should be careful in selecting candidates 
for those bodies to get those whom they could trust, who 


would not break their pledges—(hear, hear)—or legislate 
inst the wishes of their constituents. 
he resolution was seconded by Commissary - General 

Downes, supported by Mrs. Ashton Dilke, M.L.8.B., and 


oO . 
A ynte of thanks to the President concluded the proceed- 
ings. 
* 
* * 
TOWN WARD. 


On March 25th, the first of a series of six Historico-political 
lectures arranged by the Kensington committee as an 
attempt to carry out some of the suggestions made by Miss 
Gwynne in her paper on the ‘“‘ Elementary Political uca- 
tion of Women,” which Spreane! way in the Gazette, 
was given at the house of the head of the ward to an 
audience of about thirty women of all classes. The subject 
of the lecture was “The signing of Magna Charta, or the 
foundation of British Nery. which was treated in a 
“‘ graphic.and picturesque style,” to quote the words of the 
mover of a vote of thanks to the lecturer, which held the 
attention of the audience all through. The lecturer, a 
member of the ward, lost no Ey of drawing politi- 
cal lessons from the history of the events which led to the 

roduction and signing of the Charta, and the parallel she 
frew between the circumstances of England 700 years ago 
with those of Ireland to-day—the forei rulers, landed 
aristocracy and officials, and extortionate absentee landlords, 
and the fierce race-ha which Sonera ty: existed then 
and exists now between the rulers and the ruled, was greatly 
appreciated, while the ardent hope she expressed, that, 
after the signing of the great Irish charter which Mr. Glad- 
stone was ong ere to Ireland, all traces of race-hatred 
between the English and the Irish would surely and 

romptly disappear, just as that between the Normans and 
xons vanished after the great day at Runnymede, was 
most warmly cheered. . j : 

The subjects of the remaining lectures of the series, which 
are to be given at intervals of a fortnight by other members 
of the ward, are | : 

2. The Peasant’s War; or the Extinction of Serfdom in 

land. F 
Eng The Reformation: England Throws off the Yoke of the 
f Rome. 
er the Struggle between Charles and his Parliaments— 
Ship Money and the Grand Remonstrance of the Long 
P ment. © ee re 

3 Cromwell's Administration in England and his Planta- 
tion in Ireland. 

6. The Passing of the Habeas Corpus Act, and the Bill of 
Rights, 


eet 
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YORK. 


On Thursday, March 21st, the monthly meeting of the 
York Women’s Liberal Association was held in the Friend 
Societies’ Hall, Castlegate. Mr. W. Johnson, B.A., heat, 
master of Elmfield College, gave a lecture on ‘‘The Scope 
and Method of Municipal Government.” Mr. E. T. Wilkin. 
son took the chair, and there was a good attendance of 
members. After Preemie development of municipal 
Sapa ere by reference to Roman and Teutonic township: 
e lecturer showed how the question was one especially 
belonging to modern times on account of the recent rapid 
development of towns under the increase of commerce. He 
accepted the principle that towns should undertake ‘those 
departments of work which could be panaget with better 
results to the community by them than by individuals, 
Enumerating the duties of a town council, he wished for a 
greater development of institutions affecting the intellectua| 
and moral condition of the people, and for a closer attention 
to the borrowing powers of Corporations. After eul ising 
the present method for the undoubted results already 
achieved, he suggested the advisability of distributing the 
r number of men by direct election to com- 


work over a la: 

mittees, so that the specialisation already adopted in the 
cases of education and poor-law administration might he 
carried into every department. Mr. Wilkinson criticised 
the principle as one too wide in its application for practical 
use, and doubted if the limits already imposed on corpora- 
tions could be improved. He spoke strongly in favour of a 
continuance of an effective central control, and showed by 
reference to the history of improvement in York that from 
the central authority came much of the impetus to a higher 
civilisation. He generally a; with the itions taken 
by the lecturer. } ly did he agree with him as to the 
short-sightedness of York in past generations in allowing 
ph companies to assume the duties which really he- 
onged to the municipality at la: Discussion was main- 
tained by Miss Rowntree, Miss Wilkinson, Mrs. J. E. Clarke, 
and others, 


Forthcoming Meetings of Women’s Liberal Associations. 
Mar. 29. 8 p.m. Intercollegiate Debate. Women’s Medical School, 
30, Handel Street, W.C. 


April 3. Hornsey. Converzazione at Finsbu 
site Station, from 7 o'clock. The 
and others, 

» 5. Bedford. Mrs. Bateson. 


» 5. Deptford. Mrs. Bryant, D.Sc. on “The Present Aspect of 
the Irish Question. 


» 6, Woodley, Cheshire, 
», 8to13. Ilkeston division of Derbyshire, Lady Foster and 
Miss Foster. 
Stockport. The Countess of Aberdeen, 
. South Kensington Liberal Club, 128, Cromwell Road, S.W. 
8 p.m. Miss Orme on “ Proportional Representation.” 

. Liverpool. Lady Sandhurst on ‘‘ Women’s Politics.” 

» 15. Annual meeting of Croydon W.L.A. An address by Lady 
Sandhurst. 

» 16. Ireland. Speakers, T. P, O'Connor, M.P., Thomas 
Dickson, M.P. 


» 24, Chesterfield. Grand Amateur Concert. Stevenson Memo- 
rial Hall, 


Park Hall, oppo- 
ountess of Aberdeen 


THE LADIES’ DIRECTORY. 


The Extirpation of Kitchen Pests.—We probably have to 
thank “John Company” for the introduction of the noisome, 
ubiquitous cockroach from the distant Orient, which, true to its native 
instincts, infests the warmer portions of our dwelling-houses, where it 
can revel in the stores of food intended for daily domestic use, to the 
intense disgust of the careful housewife, who has never ceased to do 
battle with the so-called “black-beetle.” All kinds of contrivances 
have been invented to capture or destroy these kitchen pests, but 
hitherto without success, Now, however, no further fear need be 
entertained on that score, for from across the Channel there has 
arrived a remedy so potent and effectual, that the extirpation of the 
doomed cockroach has already commenced in downright earnest; 
but, at present, only in the neighbourhood of London, From the 
unique trade-mark of the firm, Messrs, L, Vincent & Co., 
246, Regent Street, London, W., it will be seen that Messrs. 
Vincent's emissaries undertake to annihilate the abominable insects 
from any premises, and to ask for payment only after success! That 
certainly has a ring of pone about it which it would be impossible 
to deny, and we are glad to be able to state that from independent 
sources we have been assured of its absolute truth. At a fashionable 
hotel—Bailey’s, in South Kensington—the other day we were invited 
to inspect the kitchens, which are said to be the cleanest in the king- 
dom, and learned from the worthy manager that Messrs, Vincent are 
retained by contract to keep the premises clear of pests, and that not 
a single cockroach has been seen since the day the mysterious stranger 
came into the building with his cabalistic scare, ntle reader, per- 
haps you do not know that your kitchens are overrun by these 
horrible insects, By all means, go down and make inquiries. Ask 
Messrs. Vincent to send you their very modest estimate for banishing 
Blatta, and you may live to thank the clever Frenchman for his wonder- 
ful secret, 
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The Ladies Directory, aud Guide to Shopping. 


WHAT TO BUY AND WHERE TO GET IT. 
E® NOTICE TO INTENDING IMITATORS.—THIS TITLE 18 COPYRIGHT. “ea 


THE 


ex HOUSEKEEPER. & HOUSEKEEPER. i HOUSEKEEPER. 


BRANSON’S COFFEE, 


PERFECTION. 


“It is by far the best I have ever tried, and we 
use it constantly in our household.” 
Dr. Norman Kerr, 


Consulting uproyes Dalrymple House; President, Society 
Sor the Study and Cure of Ineb:iety. 


SOLD BY ALL GROCERS, & WHOLESALE 
CROSSE & BLACKWELL. 


NURSERY AND TOILET REQUISITE _ 
‘* A Boon to Ladies.” —Lady's Pictorial. 


“THE SANITARY 222 3o, 


For TOILET RO SEe tending Moai Medical’? Pree 
and NURSERY.» Rithe Porton of 
Pekan aret are Sictioned sgn 


i ==POWDER” 
the * THREE ARROWS: il Pediat bear 


Imitations, See that eac! 
White or yest. i im boxes, 1/- and 
pte st a =i 3/-; rms depres 64., of all 


JAS. LLEY “some, & CO. De neevine 
Pharmaceutical Chemists, MANCHESTER. 


———_—_— 
——— 


IRISH LINEN COLLARS. 


Gents’ Fourfold all pure Linen Collars, 4/6 per d 

sample White Shirt, Linen Fittings, 2/6, 6, 4/6, 5/6, 6/6 

each. _ Pure Irish Linen Goods at Manufacturer's Prices. 

Mest Napkins, 2/6 per dozen. 
lozen, 


IRISH DAMASK ~ TABLE CLOT THS, 
Real Teens Lima | i ceting, ful fully yx Bron pl yds. 
per yard. Surplice Linen, 7d. per yard. 
‘Towels, 4/6 per dozen. 
_ irish Cambrie Pocket Handkerchiefs. 
Ss’ size, ' 
Samples and Price Lists tree £0 all’ Parte.” 
ALL Parcets sent CARRIAGE Palp. 


G. R. HUTTON & Co, LARNE, 
BELFAST. 


Dinner Napkins, 4/6 per 


S ois x 1 z 
Huckaback 


| INDISPUTABLY THE BEST!!! 


CLARNICO 


‘In 4 Pint, | (Calves’ Feet) |In 4 Pint, 
Pint, Bint, | 


spl ose] TABLE (*pLgu* 


JELLY, 


(REGISTERED. ] 
EQUAL TO BOTTLED JELLY, 
AT ONE-FOURTH THE PRICE. 


—_——TeOeOOs aor 


s0LB MAEKERS: 


Clarke, Nickolls & Coombs, Ltd., 


LONDON, BE. 
Retailed by all Grocers and Italian 
Warehousemen, 


a SIE 
Tas PATENT INCORRODIBLE METALLIC 


“Sanitary” Clothes-Horse or Airer. 
Pres ite ey ie 


No corner tions; no 


) wae of samples, 2ft. Sin. 
Beautifully galvanised, wi ree enamelled any colour. 


P.0. to Household Novel 62a, East 
Dulwich Grove, Lon aay ~ 


THE 


(DOMESTIC 


For all Kitchen and Domestic 
Utensils, Mangles, Wringers, 
Pails, Baths, Plate Racks, and 
everything useful for the Kitchen. 
Write for lists, free. | Mincers, 
Knife Cleaners, &c., &c. 


SUPPLY 


Meat Safes, all kinds. All sorts 
of Woodware and Tinware, and 
Labour-saving appliances. Lists 
free. _ Packing free. 


STORES 


98, High Holborn,London, W. C. 


BEST AND CHEAPEST. 


WINDER’ "Ss 
PATENT DOUBLE OR 


SELF WATER-FEEDING PLANT POT. 


Beautiful, Durable, Economical, beyond compare. 
In Terra-cotta or Art Pottery Ware, 


LABOUR-SAVING.—Even in salty we sesathad, one 
watering will suffice for over a fortnight. 

C.—The soil-food is conserved, instead of 
being impoverished as usual, and the plant, therefore, 
thetves 3 in place of decaying. Perfect atration of the 

roots is secured, and the pot can, at pleasure, be in- 
stantly and eflectually cleansed. 

BEA s are artistic; suitable for 
table decoration, ¢ the jardiniere, the window, or the 
conservatory. The plain terra-cotta pots are adapted 
for painting in oil colours by amateur artists. 


Sample sent on receipt of Postal Order for 3/6, 
W. G. WINDER, 30, Leopold Ter., LEEDS. 


ADVANTAGES. 


AWARDED 30 GOLD MEDALS. 


CHOLLET'S 
JULIENNE. 


VEGETABLES AND HERBS FOR SOUPS, &. 
(According to a Recipe of the late Monsieur Soyer.) 
NO WASTE. NO TROUBLE. 
Sold by all Italian Warehousemen and leading Grocers, 


Note the TRADE MARK and BEWARE of SPURIOUS 
IMITATIONS. 


THOSE WHO ARE 


TOO STOUT 


ly to Me, Coss are fee 8 copy: of BE now 
the Characte: 


r, 
a orton disease unless interrupted. 
pire with patho will be sent upon 
— Stamped Envelope. 
dip ple bottle will (if desired) be sent on 
receipt of P.O. o., "8. éd. 
Address :—Mr. H. 7 eal 11, John Street, 
Bedford Row, London, W.C. 


KNITTER 


WM. HARRISON, Patentee 
183, PortLazp 8r., dascunerzn. 


TE Nr FAR 


ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY WAYS 
OF COOKING AND SERVING EGGS, 


ALFRED SUZANNE. 


Twenty-eight years chef de cuisine to the Earl of Wilton. 
and late chef to the Duke of Bedford, K.G. 


A few aepoetsing © copies of the latest eaiticd = 
unique work, the only reliable monograph uy 
cookery published, a be procured direct seed tee 
publishers. 


POST FREE for 1/2. 
NEWTON & ESKELL, 20 au 21, High 
Holborn, London, 


ALL ti PNG THS  OGUARAN T | a4 


W OXLEYS CROchet BALLS® 
[COLOUR GOOD QUALITY EXCELLENT. PRICE REASONABLE. 


-QAEEYS SAX CORD: 


E : 
cena 


en 
ice J 


ae ANCOATS, MANCHEST E Re 


THROAT! CHEST! 


OWLE’S' 


CHLORODYNE 


* Acts like a Charm,” in 


- COUGHS, rani ASTHMS, GONSUYPTION. 


S. writes— “‘ Its effects are instan- 


Spasms E. 

taneous, warm, el " “Thavehad 24 
and bronchitis. fect eacaeokan 

I have ee sd ‘ar 's Chlorod: 

much relief.—A. “Our warmest 


LUNGS! 


s.1:d.259d 
sGd. & Ils. 


THORNTON'S 
“TOILET CREAM” 


Preserves the beauty and softness of 
the Hair. It is invaleatle for children. 


In Pots, s!-, 116, & 2/6, post. Sree. 
rE Ee 


THORNTON LOTION. 
A quick, safe, and sure cure for 
RINGWORM, BALD PATCHES, &; 
In Bottles, 2|6 each, post free. 


From A. P. TOWLE & SON, 
Back Piocadiliy, Manchester’ 
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ANTED, LADIES WHO CAN KNIT, 
00) peg rey cela &c., to send thei 


PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, PAMPHLETS, ACTS, 


AND POLITICAL LITERATURE GENERALLY, CAN BE OBTAINED FROM 


OFFICIAL REPORTS, &€., 


P. S. KING & SON, 
Parliamentary Booksellers, 


Oanada Building, 5, King Street,Westninster 


Associations can be supplied with Papers, Returns, Pamphlets, &., on 


——A MONTHLY LIST SENT ON RECBIPT OF ADDRES8.—— 


the various questions discussed by them. 


Trade Mark. 


THE VARNISHED BOARD. uo 


“THE QUEEN” says:— 
“Buyers should ask at our 


leading mercers for the 

A. 
TAO & 

ess ee 


OAS 


as ? 


ise 


a + 
~ 


March 3p, Perey Bats 


a 


“SNOWDRIFT” “claims and keeps supremacy.”_ByRon. 


ur 


possesses, in the 


CAKE FLOUR. It 
at once nutritious 
or as a light and wholesome diet for 


degree, all those qualities which render it 
From the receipts that appear on yo 


t is admirably suited either as an article of 
, ‘SNOWDRIFT’ can be'used with great ease in a variety of 


y 
“HENRY G. SMEETH, BA, MD., B.C.G. 


health 
“Univ. Dubl., January 2, 1889. 


RT OF DR. HENRY G. SMEETH: 
dishes. 


EPO 
R “Tt gives me great pleasure to bear testimony to your com- 
bination of ‘SNOWDRIFT’ 


highest 
- and easily digestible, and i 


Children and Invalids. 


packet. 


daily food for the 
attractive 


z BURY 


ororooe “SNOWDRIFT” 20 


MANCHESTER : 


PORT OF DR. J. H. G. DRUMMOND, 
“T have had the satisfaction of perso 


R* 


nally 
‘SNOW- 


CAKE oun 


A Delicious Compound, combining every requisite for making Beautiful Rich MADEIRA and SPONGE 
at little expense. 
A CHILD CAN USE IT, AND CHILDREN OF ALL AGES ENJOY IT. 


and I can bear testi- 


mony to the absolute purity of the ingredients, 
and the cleanliness and ease of admixture. 


roduces Cakes so light and pala- 


CAKE FLOUR 
SOLD BY GROCERS EVERYWHERE, OR WHOLESALE OF THE MANUFACTURER, 


CAKES, RASPBERRY SANDWICHES, BISCUITS, PUDDINGS, &c., without trouble and 
JOHN BURY, 63, CORPORATION ST., MANCHESTER, & MONUMENT CHAMBERS, LONDON. 


inspecting the mauufacture of BURY’S 

‘The general result is admirable, and no 
table as ‘SNOWDRIFT.’ (Signed), 
“J. H. G. DRUMMOND, L.R.C.P., LR.C.S., &e.” 


DRIFT’ 
other Flour p 
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BIRKBECK BANK 


Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane. 
REE CENT. INTEREST allowed on DE- 
TH per 


ot ag: CENT. o on CURRENT ACCOUNTS, cal- 
culated = the minimum monthly balances, when not drawn 


peer ‘KS, SHARES, BONDS, and ANNUITIES 
ane “FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 


fhe Birkbeck Building Society's Annual Receipts 
exceed Five Millions. 


How TO PURCHASE A HOUSE FOR 

WO GUINEAS PER MONTH, OR A PLOT 
OF LAND FOR FIVE SHILLINGS PER MONTH, 
with immediate —_ Apply at the Office of the 


FREE D Society. 
Pithe BIR KBECK ALMANACK c contains full particu- 


lars, and may be had post free, on application to. 
FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 


Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane. 


ORCHARD'S S CURE For DEAFNESS, 


Cured Hundreds. 
“ wow Te CAN HEAR T: THE BIRDS SING.” 
&12,—Your “ Cure for Deafness" has been w Tech a mererees fe 
me. 1 could nk hear the Church Pals ring when in bed, and 
1 hear the birds sing, and return thanks. 
aT. ernanp, Mariborough, 
1s. 1}d per Bottle, Free by Post Sor 14 Stamps, from 
EDWIN J. ORCHARD, CHEMIST, SALISBURY. 
ANY CHEMIST CAN PROCULE IT TO ORDER. 
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